
Students from marginalized populations often experience clashes in the expectations 
of their home and school environments, a cultural discontinuity that may impact their 
motivation and self-esteem which in turn hinders their chances for academic 
performance and long-term success. This presentation will provide an overview of the 
economic, educational, and technological context and challenges which complicates 
the lives as well as academic and professional achievements of today’s Appalachian 
students. In addition, we will describe the issues of faith, family, and community that 
both inform Appalachia’s rich heritage and the fears of Appalachians concerning the 
loss and destruction of this heritage. 
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For the visual learners, I’ve included the graphic representation of the concept of 
Cultural Discontinuity process. This matters if it marginalizes learners of minority 
populations by reducing their ability to access learning in school. For example, the 
literature discussing C.D. among African American learners shows that, African 
American children behave in ways that endorse a communalistic orientation, rather 
than the mainstream value of independence (working alone or together and then 
testing alone). Yet, schools tend to endorse individualism in learning more often than 
communalistic processes for learning or assessing learning. (Boykin, Tyler, etc….). 
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This hypothesis has been used to understand underperformance of racial/ethnic 
minority populations, but no attention has been given to regional minorities, like 
Appalachian Americans.  
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These are the steps required to even advance a need to study Appalachian American 
education through the Cultural Discontinuity lens. Let’s see if we have what we need… 
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Heritage and fears 
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Guittierez & Rogoff, 2003; Keefe, 2005; Shaw, DeYoung, & Rademacher, 2005 
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There are some cultural values that have been traditionally associated with Appalachia 
in early literature. There are those that argue that Appalachia is not a cultural group, 
so my dissertation work sought to see if the values are still salient. It appears to be the 
case in Eastern Kentucky (Conner II, 2013). 
Beaver, 1986; Hicks, 1976; Jones, 1991, 1994; Keefe, 1998  as cited in Keefe, 2005; 
Tang & Russ, 2007 
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Bradner, 2008; Hicks, 1976; Jones, 1991; Tang & Russ, 2007 
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Momeka (1998) & Spence (1985) as cited in Tyler et al., (2008)  
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Some examples of how these values might clash with mainstream values or how they 
might lead to marginalization effects against Appalachian Americans. There appear to 
be unique values held in Appalachia—maybe in that they operate together. 
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Davies, Crow, Hamilton, & Salois (2006); Howley, 2006  These are ways in which 
possible cultural discontinuity might emerge assuming the values reflect distinctly 
Appalachian American values. For this to work, we should see some marginalization 
effects that separate Appalachia from the rest of America. 
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Our proposal said we would have an interactive discussion – our session is 50 minutes 
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